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A Service of Worship and Praise

-We Gather as God’s People to Worship Him-

OPENING HYMN  Christian Worship 62
Joy to the World

PLEASE STAND

Minister says: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of 
God the Father and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation says:  And also with you.

-Introduction to Worship-

M:  God, our Father, each day is a gift of your grace.
C:  Your mercies are new every morning.
M:  Guide our steps by the light of your word.
C:  Shield us from harm and keep us from evil.
M:  Better than life is your love.
C:  Put joy in our hearts and praise on our lips.  Alleluia!

-We Prepare Our Hearts-

M:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to 
love and serve Him as His dear children.  But we have disobeyed 
Him and deserve only His wrath and punishment.  Therefore, let us 
confess our sins to Him and plead for His mercy.

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I know that I have been sinful from 
birth.  In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not 
deserve to be called your child.  But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I 
pray: Forgive my sins and change my life.
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We sing:  Have Thine Own Way, Lord

Have Thine own way, Lord!  Have Thine own way!
Thou art the Potter; I am the clay.

Mold me and make me after Thy will,
While I am waiting, yielded and still.

Have Thine own way, Lord!  Have Thine own way!
Hold o’er my being absolute sway!  
Fill with Thy Spirit till all shall see
Christ only, always living in me!

M:  Jesus says to His people: “If you forgive the sins of any, they 
are forgiven.”  His death paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins 
of the whole world.  Do you believe this?

C:  Yes, I believe.

M:  Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, it is my privilege to 
declare to you that your sins are forgiven.  You are a dear child of 
God.  Let’s praise His name.

We sing:  No Other Name But the Name of Jesus

Chorus:  No other name, but the name of Jesus
No other name, but the name of the Lord

No other name but the name of Jesus
Is worthy of glory, And worthy of honor

And worthy of power and all praise!

His name is exalted far above the earth; 
His name is high above the heavens.

His name is exalted far above the earth; 
Give glory and honor and praise unto His name.

Chorus
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-We Pray Together-

M:  I lift up my eyes to the hills – where does my help come from?

C:  My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.

M:  He will not let your foot slip – He who watches over you will 
not slumber

C:  My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.

M:  The LORD will keep you from all harm – He will watch over 
your life.

C:  The LORD will watch over my coming and going, both now and 
forevermore.  AMEN.

BE SEATED

-We Listen to God’s Word-

FIRST LESSON    I Samuel 2:18-20, 26

18 But Samuel was ministering before the LORD—a boy wearing a linen 
ephod. 19 Each year his mother made him a little robe and took it to him 
when she went up with her husband to offer the annual sacrifice. 20 Eli 
would bless Elkanah and his wife, saying, “May the LORD give you children 
by this woman to take the place of the one she prayed for and gave to 
the LORD.” Then they would go home. 
26 And the boy Samuel continued to grow in stature and in favor with the 
LORD and with people. 

We Sing:  Thy Word

Refrain: Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.

When I feel afraid and I think I’ve lost my way
Still, You’re there right beside me
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Nothing will I fear as long as You are near
Please be with me to the end.

Refrain

I will not forget Your love for me and yet
My heart forever is wandering

Jesus be my guide and hold me to Your side
I will love You to the end.

Refrain

SECOND LESSON          Hebrews 2:10-18

10 In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, 
for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the pioneer 
of their salvation perfect through what he suffered. 11 Both the one who 
makes people holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. 
So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters. 12 He says,

“I will declare your name to my brothers and sisters;
    in the assembly I will sing your praises.”
13 And again,

“I will put my trust in him.”

And again he says,

“Here am I, and the children God has given me.”
14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their 
humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him who 
holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 15 and free those who all 
their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16 For surely it is not 
angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17 For this reason he had to 
be made like them, fully human in every way, in order that he might 
become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he 
might make atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself 
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suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being 
tempted.

PLEASE STAND

GOSPEL LESSON    Luke 2:41-52

41 Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the 
Passover. 42 When he was twelve years old, they went up to the festival, 
according to the custom. 43 After the festival was over, while his parents 
were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they 
were unaware of it. 44 Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on 
for a day. Then they began looking for him among their relatives and 
friends. 45 When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to 
look for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple courts, 
sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 
47 Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his 
answers. 48 When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother 
said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I 
have been anxiously searching for you.”
49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to 
be in my Father’s house?” 50 But they did not understand what he was 
saying to them.
51 Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. 
But his mother treasured all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus grew 
in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.

BE SEATED

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY      African-American Heritage Hymnal 217
Jesus, the Light of the World

SERMON          Jesus was Born for You
Luke 2:41-52
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PLEASE STAND

CONFESSION OF FAITH    Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  Through 
Him, all things were made.  For us and for our salvation, He came down 
from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and 
became fully human.  For our sake, He was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day, He rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We 
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come.  AMEN.

BE SEATED

OFFERING      Instrumental

PRAYERS          The Lord’s Prayer

BENEDICTION

M:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  
Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C:  AMEN
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CLOSING HYMN      African-American Heritage Hymnal 202
Go Tell it on the Mountain

                                                                                                                              

Serving at CoL:                       Today                                        Next Sunday                           
Music Katherine Karis
Ushers Mike, Michael
Reader Mike
Altar
Streaming
Refreshments Linda
Cleaning
Mowing

CALENDAR                                                                                                                             
Thursday 10:30 AM Bible Class at Timeless Grace, Carriere, MS
Sunday 10:00 AM Bible Class, Sunday School
Sunday 11:00 AM Worship
Jan 12th Council, Ladies Guild meetings
Jan 19th 2024 Q4 Congregational Meeting

“...give what you have decided in your 
heart to give, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
II Corinthians 9:7
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OFFERING Total Budget %Budget Met
Last Week $4,008.00 $2,548.40 157.3%
December $15,624.00 $11,043.08 141.5%
Qtr-to-Date $44,450.05 $33,129.25 134.2%
Year-to-Date $137,522.93 $132,517.00 103.8%


